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SUBJ: DISMISSAL OF MINISTER OF COMMERCE CONFIRMED 

1 . THE AUGUST 1 PEOPLE'S DAILY LISTED WANG LEI'S NAME 

LAST AMONG THE "RESPONSIBLE PERSONS" ATTENDING THE JULY 31 
PLA FESTIVITIES, WHICH STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT EARLIER 
RUMORS ABOUT HIS DISMISSAL AS MINISTER OF COMMERCE WERE 
CORRECT (REF) - A MOVE THAT HAS NOW BF.F.EN CONFIRMED BY A 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL. WANG LEI IS 
SCHEDULED TO LEAD AN AGRICULTURE DELEGATION TO WEST 
GERMANY IN LATE AUGUST AND WAS IDENTIFIED ONLY AS A VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE PEKING REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE IN HIS APPLI 
CATION FOR A GERMAN VISA. WANG HAD BEEN APPOINTED MINISTER OF 
COMMERCE 

AT THE FIFTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS IN MARCH, 

WHEN A WEST GERMAN EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT WANG'S STATUS 
AUGUST 2, A MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PROTOCOL 
OFFICER STATED THAT WANG WAS "NO LONGER MINISTER 
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OF COMMERCE". 

2. DESPITE HIS DEMOTION TO HIS FORMER POSITION 
AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE PEKING REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMITTEE, WANG'S TRANSFER DOES NOT SEEM TO BE 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. JAPANNESE AND INDIAN EMBOFFS 
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HAVE HEARD THAT WANG HAS A HISTORY OF ALCOHOLISM, 
WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN THE REASON FOR HIS MOVE TO A 
LESS RESPONSIBLE POSITION. WOODCOCK 
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